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WELCOME BACK!

The Red Hat was founded by the first
class of Newman Catholic High
School in the fall of 1951. This
newspaper was written every month
by The Red Hat staff with the help of
Newman's Journalism Club members.
The Red Hat was written for both the
students and the faculty. It would
highlight Newman sports, clubs,
dances, and most importantly, the
faith-centered education of Newman
High. The Red Hat ran for 55 years,
but unfortunately released its last
edition in 2006 due to lack of interest.
By continuing this tradition, The Red
Hat staff hopes to revive the spirit of
Newman back into the student body.
--By: Editor

Newman Catholic High School Crest

Enrollment
Data
Newman decided to open its doors
though the midst of a global
pandemic to a total of 129 students.
The enrollment in each class is as
follows: 28 seniors; 30 juniors; 40
sophomores; 31 freshman.
We extend a warm welcome to all of
the freshmen and to all of the new
students and staff, and wish them an
amazing time at Newman High.

Dear Students,

Welcome back to a new and different
school year!

Special
Announcements
This year's National Honor
Society Induction Ceremony will
be held on Wednesday, October
7, at 6:30 in the Newman
Gymnasium. Masks and social
distancing will be required,
along with a limitation of two
guests per inductee. Current
members of National Honor
Society will be expected to
attend to support their
classmates. There will be no
guests allowed for current
members. There will be a
rehearsal during school, so
please wait for further
instructions from Mrs. Wulf.
Please make sure to dress your
best and be ready to choose a
pillar!

National Honor Society logo

Congratulations!
Hannah Brklacich
Anna Brown
Elizabeth Clancy
Faith Fehrman
Johanna Hougum
Kaitlyn Kalifice
Alyssa Kelnhofer
Rebecca Larrain
Kaden Leischer
Zongcha Lo
Nevaeh Nelson
Hannah Nikolai
Jacob Pfiffner
Madelyn Seidl
Charlie Shields
Lillian Zeimetz
Samuel Zeimetz

As many of you know, much of the
summer was focused on preparing the
school and staff to return in person...
face-to-face... after six long months of
being apart. The staff gave up warm
summer days to learn how to use
cameras, smartboards, and new
laptops to deliver remote instructions
while teaching face-to-face. They
rearranged their classrooms to provide
optimal seating. They set up Google
Classrooms to provide the best
possible experience for you... our
students.
You have always been in our minds
and hearts while we divided hallways,
planned how to handle lunch, set up
cohorts, devised a workable schedule,
planned athletic opportunities,
masses, drop-off and pick-up, and
things like locker stops, bathroom
breaks, and times to refill water
bottles. You have been in our prayers
and, although it was not easy, seeing
your faces as classes resumed this
fall...well... it was so worth it!
Thank YOU for showing the staff,
and each other, respect and care by
wearing a mask. Thank YOU for
following our rules on where to sit
and when to go to your lockers and to
the bathroom. Thank YOU for
keeping yourself safe when not at
school. We are SO glad to be back
and SO glad that you are here!
--Mrs. McManus, Principal
Continue Interview on Page # 3

Junior Elizabeth Clancy plays against Pacelli
High School last Tuesday.

Senior Angela Rougeot-Donath hits volleyball
in a game against Rib Lake last Thursday.

SCHOOL DAYS

SHARE YOUR SCHOOL MOMENTS:
EMAIL:
theredhat@newman.k12.wi.us
Juniors Avanelle Wilson and Hannah Nikolai
congregate in 7th grade health.

Freshman Paige Guld gets ready to serve in the Sophomore Mason Prey and Juniors Avanelle Wilson, Jack
Hoelter, and Kaden Leischer pose after girls volleyball win.
2nd set.

Freshman Alexis Repinski plays kickball during
gym.

Senior Stevie Samuels focuses on serve during
last Thursday's game.
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Editorial. . .
I spent weeks trying to figure out what I wanted to write. I did not
know what message I wanted to convey or who I wanted to talk
about. Restarting this newspaper, I had absolutely no idea what I
was getting into or just how much I would have to do. I read about
the history of Newman High School and everything that happened
to get where we are. What I found was that The Red Hat was at the
center of it all. Every game, every dance, every mass, the
newspaper always gave the students all of the information of the
school. I read an editorial from 1958 by Diana Cerney. Cerney
compared Newman's student body to a wheel. Each person was a
cog, but when a student did not give their full support, the whole
wheel would collapse completely. The Red Hat built the pride and
spirit of Newman High. By restarting this newspaper, I hope to
bring at least a little bit of spirit and pride back to Newman and
honor the 70 years that our doors have been open.

The Red Hat staff would like to send a big thank you to some of the people
who work very hard, day in and day out, to make sure that Newman High can
run as cleanly and efficiently as possible.
We recognize: Mr. Brian Skrzypchak, Mr. Jay St. Clair, Mr. James Swita, and
Mr. Stephen Robison.
These people have installed and fixed MANY smartboards. They clean each
and every room every day, deep clean every room once a week, and make sure
that both the student body and the faculty would be safe and comfortable
while starting, and hopefully finishing, this unusual school year.

By: Editor

Happy Retirement Mr. Robison!
Trivia Question

Mr. Stephen Robison graduated from understands the importance of our
Newman High School in 1975 and went faith-based education and sees that
to college at the University of
same level of understanding in all of
What is the name of the hat
Wisconsin, Stevens Point. Mr. Robison the students. When not at Newman,
that a Cardinal wears?
graduated with a degree in music theory Mr. Robison enjoys woodworking,
and composition. He then worked for landscaping, fishing, and fixing
All of the answers to the Trivia
an organ company and later at Cabrini antique cars. At the moment, he is
Elementary School as the maintenance currently working on a 1947
Questions will be answered in
manager. In 1988, Mr. Robison became Champion and a 1940 Studebaker.
the following editions.
the facilities and security manager for
Newman Catholic. Throughout his time Steve Robison will be retiring on
at Newman, Mr. Robison has been
Thursday, the 24th of September. Mr
amazed at the caliber of the students
Dan Benaszeski will take his place.
and how well-behaved and respectful We thank and appreciate Mr. Robison
In each upcoming edition, we hope to eventually feature all of this
are to everyone. He is excited to see
for all he has done for Newman, not
year's seniors. All seniors please go to Mr. Noll’s room to pick up a
how many students move on to college just this year, but for the last 32 years.
questionnaire. Please turn in your answers as soon as possible so that
and to see what they become. As a
we can include you in the next edition!
Newman Alumni himself, Mr. Robison
Thank You!!!

Announcement!
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New Staff

Fr. Joe's Faith Column
Each month, we will ask students to give us questions about the Catholic
faith. Fr. Joe will read through these questions and will answer some of
the questions he thinks are important. We highly encourage people to send
in all of the questions that they have regarding our faith. All questions will
be sent in anonymously so do not be shy!

Can you go to Reconciliation even if you are not Catholic?
Yes, with an asterisk- confession/ reconciliation is a great sacrament
whenever we do something to hurt God and each other to bring us back
into a healthy relationship with God, the Church, and our brothers and
sisters. A baptized non-Catholic can go to confession but it is generally
reserved either for someone going through RCIA or for someone on their
deathbed. In either case, you would have to let the priest know where you
are coming from.
We are so glad to be welcoming a Geography, World History, and
How does the bread and wine turn into the Body and Blood of Christ?
few new members to our Newman Psychology. He says that he finds his
Great Question!- After the consecration ("Take this, all of you, and eat of
Family, and we hope that their time students to be welcoming and very
it,...") the Body still looks and tastes like bread and the Blood still looks
at Newman High will be fulfilling eager to learn. He has also noticed
and tastes like wine. How it changes comes from a philosophical
and gratifying.
that the Catholic faith is very
differentiation between what a thing's characteristics are and what the
important to all of his students and
thing itself is. The characteristics do not change at the consecration. What
MRS. SOLUM
he notices it in each of them.
does change is what it is at heart- no longer bread and wine, but now
Mrs. Brenna Solum has moved
FR. JOSEPH RICHARDS
Christ's Body and Blood. This all goes back to the Last Supper, when Jesus
back to Wisconsin after previously
took bread and said to his disciples, "This is my body, given for you," and
teaching at North Vigo High School Father Joseph Richards was
took wine and said, "This is my blood of the covenant, which will be shed
in Indiana. Mrs. Solum is happy to ordained on June 27, 2020 by His
for you." Every mass since then is a participation in Christ's sacrifice.
be back in Wisconsin along with Most Reverened Excellency,
Why can't priests get married but deacons can?
William Patrick Callahan, Bishop
her husband and six month old
Technically
priests
can be married, although it's very rare- usually it happens
daughter. Mrs. Solum feels that this of the Diocese of La Crosse. While
when a married member of another church (often a minister) becomes
year is going really well so far. She Fr. Joe is very happy working with
Catholic and determines with the Catholic Church that God wants him to
is happy that she is able to connect Newman's students, he said that it
be a priest. In general, priests don't get married because they are setting
more with her students due to the is tough to stand in front of the
their lives entirely apart for the sake of being a priest, in the same way that
small class sizes. In her free time, school and talk to a sea of halfa man or woman set their entire lives apart for the sake of marrying their
Mrs. Solum enjoys baking, reading, faces. Fr. says that, "there is a
spouse. In a sense when you say "yes" to one or the other you are also
and spending time with her family. certain type of authenticity that all
saying "no" to the alternative. As for deacons, usually they get ordained a
of the students have," this brings a
bit later in life and bring in some of both worlds.
MR. MOORE
welcome challenge as Fr. learns
What do you think Heaven is like?
Originally from northern
how to get the students to open-up,
I don't know if you have ever had a tangible moment where you really
Louisiana, Mr. Ryan Moore taught ask questions, and talk more about
encountered God in a meaningful way, but it can be both a restful and a
at Louisiana State University's
their faith. In his free time, Fr. Joe
passing experience. On this side of death, God gives us moments to build
elementary, middle, and high
enjoys woodworking, hiking, and
us up and draw us closer to his heart that are very peaceful and sustaining,
school. Mr. Moore teaches World camping.
but at the same time the power of this moment often goes away after not
too long. I think Heaven is going to be like one of these moments, except
that now may not be as necessary,
lasting forever.
due to how fast things are shared
Continued from Page 1
Why do we exist?
and posted on the internet. Mrs.
This could sound like I am blowing this question off (so please try not to
Mrs. McManus was also willing to
McManus hopes that students will
read it that way), but we exist because we're created. That is to say, one of
answer a few questions regarding
embrace the nostalgia of having a
the fundamental things we know about God is that love- genuine and total
The Red Hat. She talked about
school newspaper. She hopes that
interest in and care for others- is deeply part of who God is. God made us
how different the time was when
the student body will find this to be
in the first place because he wanted to share his love with others. This is
The Red Hat was in print. The
a great way to connect to our
also why bad things can happen- when he made us, God gave us free will
print was the only way to share
Newman family.
so we wouldn't just be robots doing whatever he tells us to do. God wants
and receive information. This
us to love him by our own choice. us to love him by our own choice.
brought a lot attention to the print

Dear Students,
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"The most challenging part to me is
that we get a lot more homework."
--Maria Cicha
With a new year and new
"Doing homework."
experiences beginning, we asked the
--Sam Beaumont
freshmen, "What was the biggest
"The most challenging part about
change you experienced in your first being a freshman is trying to not get
number of weeks as a high school
bored."
student?" This is what they had to
--Daniel Beck
say:
"The new enviornment, new
teachers, and harder tasks."
"The most challenging part is
--Kaylee List
studying for all the exams and
"The most challenging part is
quizzes."
having more homework."
--Aiden Spychalla
--Savannah Gullo
"Carrying all my books."
"Homework."
--Taylor Lemanski
--Adam Sikora
"The most challenging part is
"The most challenging part is all the
getting used to being in high
homework we get."
school"
--Molly Lang
--Cali Rabbit
"Finding all of my classes."
"Having to carry around all these
--Taylor Repinski
books."
--Rylan Barry

We Wonder

Honored Alumni
Fr. Thomas Krieg

On the seventh of September, I
was given the amazing
opportunity to interview Father
Tom Krieg. Fr. Tom graduated in
the class of 1982 from Newman
Catholic High School. After high
school, Fr. Tom went to the
University of Notre Dame with
the plan of graduating with an
engineering degree, but instead,
he decided to earn a degree in
Hey Juniors and Seniors! We are
history. It was not until after
Father Joe and our campus
looking for willing people to
college that Fr. Tom thought
minister, Mrs. Damask are looking
participate in Campus Ministry this about becoming a priest. He
for any volunteers to help with our
year. Some things will be different worked in nursing homes on a
weekly masses. They are looking
due to all of the changes, but we will mental health team in Seattle,
for lectors and servers. No
do everything that we can to be of
Washington for two years while
experience is needed, just a willing
service here at Newman and in our discerning what to do next. Fr.
servant heart.
community.
Tom says that, “this was one of
the best decisions he has ever
made.” After his time in Seattle,
Fr. Tom entered the seminary.
Father thinks that while he had not
thought about the priestly
vocation in high school, the

Liturgical
Ministry

Campus Ministry

friends he had made and the teachers
that had guided him in his faith at
Newman had definately encouraged
his decision to become a priest.
Father Tom has had the opportunity
to travel to the Holy Land. During
his time in Bethlehem, Fr. Tom
enoyed talking to the Palestinian
people and learning about the land
that Jesus himself walked through so
many years ago. Each person
something to offer, a story to tell.
Father Tom said that his favorite
memories from Newman would
probably be all the time he spent on
the basketball court playing for
Coach Sully, or the a la carte
lunches.

Alumni!
Hey Alumni! Especially during this confusing and
difficult time we pray for all of you and hope that
everything goes well. We would love to hear from you
and catch up. If you would like to send us an update
please email theredhat@newman.k12.wi.us.
God Bless!
Crucifix in Newman Chapel

